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PROPERTYTAX ACT

59-2-1001

PART 10
EQUALIZATION
59-2-1001.

Public meetings held by county board - Time
for meetings - Procedural requirements.

(1) The county governing body is the county board of equalization and shall
meet and hold public hearings on August 8 in each year to examine the
assessment books and equalize the assessment of property in the county, including the assessment for general taxes of all cities, towns, schools, and other
taxing districts situated in the county. It shall continue in public hearings
from time to time until any person aggrieved or dissatisfied with the valuation as assessed by the county assessor has been given an opportunity to
appear but not later than August 22, except as otherwise specifically provided. It shall continue in session for the purpose of acting on matters accepted during the public hearings from time to time until the business of
equalizing is disposed of, but not later than September 8, except as otherwise
provided. With regard to an action taken by the board of equalization, the
county auditor, as clerk of the board of equalization, shall notify the taxpayer,
in writing, of the decision of the board. The decision shall include any adjustment in the amount of taxes due on the property resulting from a change in
the assessed valuation and shall be deemed to be the corrected tax notice. All
complaints regarding the assessment of property where notice of the decision
of the county board of equalization thereon has not been given to the taxpayer
before September 8, and all complaints not disposed of or decided by the board
before that date shall be deemed to have been denied on that date and no
notice of denial need be given. The board shall meet at least once each month
of each year, which meetings may be held on regularly scheduled meeting
days, but in counties where the population does not exceed 2500 persons as
determined by the latest decennial census, it may meet only during the month
of April of each year, at the discretion of the respective county governing body
of the counties thus affected to equalize valuations of personal property, the
tax on which has been collected under the provisions of § 59-2-1304. Any
failure of any taxpayer to appear at the first meeting of the board of equalization after assessment of the taxpayer's personal property is made by the
county assessor shall bar the taxpayer from any relief, and the valuation
placed by the assessor shall stand. And the board shall meet before June 1 to
act on matters of exemption and tax relief.
(2) For the purpose of this chapter [this part], the county board of equalization may appoint one or more of its members, and may appoint so many
designees as may be required, as hearing officers for the purpose of examining
applicants or witnesses. The hearing officers shall transmit their findings to
the board, where a quorum shall be required for final action upon any application for exemption, deferral, reduction, or abatement. The board of equalization is further empowered to request and receive the assistance or attendance
or both assistance and attendance of representatives of school districts, or any
other taxing district in the county, or both, in aid of the equalization process.
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History: R.S. 1898 & C.L. 1907, § 2574; L.
1915, ch.26, § 1; C.L. 1917, §§ 5974, 6060xl;
L. 1919, ch. 117, § 1; 1919, ch. 123, § l; R.S.
1933, 80-7-1; L. 1937, ch. 102, § l; 1941, ch.
81, § 1; C. 1943, 80-7-1; L. 1973, ch. 139, § l;
1978 (2nd S.S.), ch. 7, § l; 1981, ch. 241, § 4;
1982, ch. 71, § 35; C. 1953, 59-7-1; renumbered by L. 1987, ch. 4, § 130.
Amendment Notes. - The 1987 amendment, effective February 6, 1987, renumbered
this section which was formerly § 59-7-1; designated the previously undesignated first paragraph as Subsection (1) and, in that subsection,
divided the former sixth sentence into the
present sixth and seventh sentences and substituted "county governing board is the county
board of equalization and shall meet and hold
public hearings on August 8" for "board of
county commissioners is the county board of
equalization and must meet and hold public
meetings on the first day of August" and "in
the county" for "therein" in the first sentence,
"August 22" for "the fifteenth day of August"
in the second sentence, "September 8" for "the
first day of September 8" in the third and fifth

sentences, "The board shall meet at least once
each month of each year, which meetings may
be held on regularly scheduled meeting days,
but" for "And it shall meet at least once each
month of each year, which meetings may be
held on regularly scheduled county commission
meeting days, except," "county governing
body" for "board of county commissioners" and
"§ 59-2-1304" for"§ 59-10-4" in the sixth sentence, "the taxpayers personal property is
made by the county assessor shall bar the taxpayer" for "his personal property is made the
county assessor shall bar him" in the next-tolast sentence and "the board shall meet before
June 1" for "it shall meet before the first day of
June" in the last sentence; and designated the
previously undesignated second paragraph as
Subsection (2), making a minor punctuation
change in the second sentence thereof.
Retrospective Operation. - Laws 1987,
ch. 4, § 307 provides: "This act has retrospective operation to January 1, 1987, except for
Sections 59-2-201, 59-2-205, and 59-2-207,
which take effect January 1, 1988."

NOTES TO DECISIONS
ANALYSIS

Functions of board.
Power and jurisdiction

of board.

Functions of board.
The board of county comm1ss10ners, when
sitting as a board of equalization, frequently
does county commissioners' work and equalization work. They are intermingled. They sit as a
board of equalization for a few minutes and
then turn to a board of county commissioners.
Board of Educ. v. Jeppson, 74 Utah 576,280 P.
1065 (1929).
Power and jurisdiction of board.
In performing its duty "to examine the assessment books and equalize the assessment of

property in the county," board has right, although it may hear evidence or not as it
chooses, to act on its members' own knowledge
and judgment. State ex rel. Jennings Bros. Inv.
Co. v. Armstrong, 19 Utah 117, 56 P. 1076
(1899).
Board has right to raise or lower assessed
valuation of all property in particular district
without notice to each or any owner of property
therein other than that given by statute itself.
State ex rel. Jennings Bros. Inv. Co. v. Armstrong, 19 Utah 117, 56 P. 1076 (1899).

COLLATERAL REFERENCES
C.J.S. - 84 C.J.S. Taxation §§ 489 to 584.
Key Numbers. - Taxation <P 446½ et seq.

Am. Jur. 2d. - 72 Am. Jur. 2d State and
Local Taxation §§ 831 to 833.

59-2-1002.

Power of county board to increase or lower assessment.

The county board of equalization may, after g1vmg notice in ·a manner
prescribed by rule, increase or lower any assessment contained in any assessment book, so as to equalize the assessment of the property contained therein
and make the assessment for residential property conform to 75% of its fair
118
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market value, as established under § 59-2-103, and make the assessment
conform to 100% of the fair market value, as established under§ 59-2-103, of
all other property.
History: R.S. 1898, § 2575; L. 1901, ch. 90,
1; C.L.1907, § 2575; C.L. 1917, § 5975; R.S.
1933 & C. 1943, 80-7-2; L. 1947, ch. 110, § 1;
1961, ch. 142, § 1; 1967, ch. 154, § l; 1969,
ch. 181, § 1; 1973,ch. 140,§ 1; 1975,ch. 180,
§ 1; 1979, ch. 216, § 2; 1981, ch. 231, § 6;
1981, ch. 236, § 5; 1981, ch. 241, § 5; 1982,
ch. 66, § 4; 1982, ch. 71, § 36; 1985, ch. 165,
§ 72; C. 1953, 59-7-2; renumbered
by L.
1987, ch. 4, § 131.
Amendment Notes. - The 1985 amendment substituted "75%" for "15%" and "100%"
for "20%" near the middle of the section.
The 1987 amendment, effective February 6,
1987, renumbered this section which was formerly§ 59-7-2, deleted the former second sentence, which read "The board may remit,
§

abate, or defer the taxes of any indigent person
as provided in§§ 59-2-14 and 59-2-15," and, in
the remaining language, substituted "may, after giving notice in a manner prescribed by
rule" for "has power, after giving notice in that
manner as it may by rule prescribe, to" and
"fair market value, as established under
§ 59-2-103, and make the assessment conform
to 100% of the fair market value, as established under § 59-2-103" for "reasonable fair
cash value and make the assessment conform
to 100% of the reasonable fair cash value."
Retrospective Operation. - Laws 1987,
ch. 4, § 307 provides: "This act has retrospective operation to January 1, 1987, except for
Sections 59-2-201, 59-2-205, and 59-2-207,
which take effect January 1, 1988."

NOTES TO DECISIONS
ANALYSIS

Extent of board's powers.
Judicial review.
Extent of board's powers.
This section must be construed as meaning
that county boards of equalization may raise or
lower assessed valuation of any class of property in their respective counties for city taxes,
as well as valuation for county or other taxes.
Salt Lake City v. Armstrong, 15 Utah 472, 49
P. 641 (1897).

Judicial review.
Whether board assessed property at too high
or too low a valuation was not a judicial question but was for determination of board. Union
Portland Cement Co. v. Morgan County, 64
Utah 335, 230 P. 1020 (1924).

COLLATERAL REFERENCES
C.J.S. - 84 C.J.S. Taxation § 493.
Key Numbers. - Taxation ~ 449(1).

59-2-1003.

Power of county board to determine tax exempt
status of property.

The county board of equalization may, after giving notice in a manner
prescribed by rule, determine whether certain property within the county is
exempt from taxation. The decision of the county board of equalization shall
be in writing stating the reasons and statutory basis for its decision. A copy of
the decision shall be mailed within ten days to the person or organization
applying for the exemption.
History: C. 1953, 59-7-2.8, enacted by L.
1973, ch. 141, § 3; L. 1982, ch. 71, § 37; renumbered by L. 1987, ch. 4, § 132.
Amendment Notes. - The 1987 amend-

ment, effective February 6, 1987, renumbered
this section which was formerly§ 59-7-2.8, deleted the former second paragraph, relating to
an affidavit being required of the property
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owner, and, in the remaining language, rewrote the first sentence, which read "The
county board of equalization has power, after
giving notice in such manner as it may by rule
prescribe to determine whether certain property within the county is exempt, under law
from taxation," and substituted "its decision"
for "their decision" in the second sentence and
"applying for the exemption" for "making ap-

59-2-1004.

plication for exempt status of property" in the
third sentence.
Retrospective Operation. - Laws 1987,
ch. 4, § 307 provides: "This act has retrospective operation to January 1, 1987, except for
Sections 59-2-201, 59-2-205, and 59-2-207,
which take effect January 1, 1988."
Cross-References. - Exemption from taxation, Utah Const. Art. XIII, § 2.

Application for reduction in tax or granting of
exemption.

No reduction may be made in the valuation of property and no exemption
may be granted unless the party affected thereby or his agent makes and files
with the board a written application therefor, verified by his oath, or shall
appear before the board and show facts upon which it is claimed the reduction
should be made, or exemption granted.
History: R.S. 1898 & C.L. 1907, § 2576;
C.L. 1917, § 5976; R.S. 1933 & C. 1943,
80-7-3; L. 1973, ch. 141, § 4; C. 1953, 59-7-3;
renumbered by L. 1987, ch. 4, § 133.
Amendment Notes. - The 1987 amendment, effective February 6, 1987, renumbered
this section which was formerly § 59-7-3 and

substituted "may" for "shall" twice and "the
reduction" for "such reduction."
Retrospective Operation. - Laws 1987,
ch. 4, § 307 provides: "This act has retrospective operation to January 1, 1987, except for
Sections 59-2-201, 59-2-205, and 59-2-207,
which take effect January 1, 1988."

NOTES TO DECISIONS
reductions may be made without written application, on such reasonable examination and investigation as board may make according to its
best judgment. Salt Lake City v. Armstrong,
15 Utah 472, 49 P. 641 (1897).

Applicability of section.
This section refers to reductions on application of individuals and not to reductions made
on classes of property within certain localities
designated or described by board; such latter

59-2-1005.

Examination

of applicant.

Before the board grants any application for exemption or reduction, it may
examine on oath the person or agent making the application touching the
value of the property of the person. No reduction may be made or exemption
granted unless the person or the agent making the application, if required,
attends and answers all questions pertinent to the inquiry.
History: R.S. 1898 & C.L. 1907, § 2577;
C.L. 1917, § 5977; R.S. 1933 & C. 1943,
80-7-4; L. 1973, ch. 141, § 5; C. 1953, 59-7-4;
renumbered by L. 1987, ch. 4, § 134.
Amendment Notes. - The 1987 amendment, effective February 6, 1987, renumbered
this section which was formerly § 59-7-4, and
substituted "reduction" for "makes any reduction applied for" and "of the person" for "of
such person" in the first sentence and "may be

made or exemption granted unless the" for
"must be made or exemption granted unless
such" in the second sentence.
Retrospective Operation. - Laws 1987,
ch. 4, § 307 provides: "This act has retrospective operation to January 1, 1987, except for
Sections 59-2-201, 59-2-205, and 59-2-207,
which take effect January 1, 1988,'.'

120

PROPERTY TAX ACT

59-2-1008

NOTES TO DECISIONS
Applicability of section.
This section refers to reductions on application of individuals and not to reductions made
on classes of property within certain localities
designated or described by board; such latter

59-2-1006.

Examination

reductions may be made without written application, on such reasonable examination and investigation as board may make according to its
best judgment. Salt Lake City v. Armstrong,
15 Utah 472, 49 P. 641 (1897).

of witnesses.

Upon the hearing of the application the board may subpoena any witnesses,
and hear and take any evidence in relation to the subject pending.
History: R.S. 1898 & C.L. 1907, § 2578;
C.L. 1917, § 5978; R.S. 1933 & C. 1943,
80-7-5; C. 1953, 59-7-5; renumbered by L.
1987, ch. 4, § 135.
Amendment Notes. - The 1987 amendment, effective February 6, 1987, renumbered
this section which was formerly § 59-7-5 and
rewrote the contents thereof, which read
"Upon the hearing of the application the board
may subpoena such witnesses, and hear and

59-2-1007.

Assessor

take such evidence in relation to the subject
pending, as in its discretion it may deem
proper."
Retrospective Operation. - Laws 1987,
ch. 4, § 307 provides: "This act has retrospective operation to January 1, 1987, except for
Sections 59-2-201, 59-2-205, and 59-2-207,
which take effect January 1, 1988."
Cross-References. - Contempt, § 78-32-1
et seq.

to attend.

During the session of the board the assessor and any deputy whose testimony is needed shall be present, and may make any statement or introduce
and examine witnesses on questions before the board.
History: R.S. 1898 & C.L. 1907, § 2579;
C.L. 1917, § 5979; R.S. 1933 & C. 1943,
80-7-6; C. 1953, 59-7-6; renumbered by L.
1987, ch. 4, § 136.
Amendment Notes. - The 1987 amendment, effective February 6, 1987, renumbered
this section which was formerly § 59-7-6 and
substituted "shall" for "must."

59-2-1008.

Retrospective Operation. - Laws 1987,
ch. 4, § 307 provides: "This act has retrospective operation to January 1, 1987, except for
Sections 59-2-201, 59-2-205, and 59-2-207,
which take effect January 1, 1988."

Change in assessment

-

Force and effect.

The county board of equalization shall use all information it may gain from
the records of the county recorder or elsewhere in equalizing the assessment of
the property in the county or in determining any exemptions, and may require
the assessor to enter upon the assessment book any taxable property which
has not been assessed; and any assessment made as prescribed in this section
has the same force and effect as if made by the assessor before the delivery of
the assessment book to the county treasurer.
History: R.S. 1898 & C.L. 1907, § 2580;
C.L. 1917, § 5980; R.S. 1933 & C. 1943,
80-7-7; L. 1973, ch. 141, § 6; C. 1953, 59-7-7;
renumbered by L. 1987, ch. 4, § 137.
Amendment Notes. - The 1987 amendment, effective February 6, 1987, renumbered
this section which was formerly § 59-7-7 and

substituted "shall" for "must" and "which" for
"that."
Retrospective Operation. - Laws. 1987,
ch. 4, § 307 provides: "This act has retrospective operation to January 1, 1987, except for
Sections 59-2-201, 59-2-205, and 59-2-207,
which take effect January 1, 1988."
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Auditor ex officio clerk of board taxpayer of change in assessment.

Notice to

During its sessions the county board of equalization may direct the assessor
to assess any taxable property which has escaped assessment or to add to the
amount, number, or quantity of property when a false or incomplete list has
been rendered, and to make and enter new assessments, at the same time
cancelling previous entries, when any assessment made by the assessor is
considered by the board so incomplete as to render doubtful the collection of
the tax; but the county auditor, who is hereby made the clerk of the board of
equalization, shall notify all persons interested of the day fixed for the investigation of the matter, by letter deposited in the post office, postpaid, and addressed to the person interested, at least five days before action is taken.
History: R.S. 1898 & C.L. 1907, § 2581;
C.L. 1917, § 5981; R.S. 1933 & C. 1943,
80-7-8; C. 1953, 59-7-8; renumbered by L.
1987, ch. 4, § 138.
Amendment Notes. - The 1987 amendment, effective February 6, 1987, renumbered
this section which was formerly§ 59-7-8, substituted "which" for "that," "the assessor is

considered" for "him is deemed" and "shall" for
"must" and made a series of minor punctuation
changes.
Retrospective Operation. - Laws 1987,
ch. 4, § 307 provides: "This act has retrospective operation to January 1, 1987, except for
Sections 59-2-201, 59-2-205, and 59-2-207,
which take effect January 1, 1988."

NOTES TO DECISIONS
ANALYSIS

Clerk of board.
Resolutions of board.
Clerk of
By this
the clerk
v. Staley,

board.
section the auditor is made ex officio
of the board of equalization. Telonis
104 Utah 537, 144 P.2d 513 (1943).

communication of board to assessor to be certified, as, for example, a resolution directing assessor to abate an assessment. Board of Educ.
v. Jeppson, 74 Utah 576, 280 P. 1065 (1929).

Resolutions of board.
This section does not require resolution or

59-2-1010.

Record of changes

kept by county auditor.

The county auditor shall make a record of all changes, corrections, and
orders and before September 15 shall affix an affidavit to the record, subscribed by the auditor, in a form substantially as follows:
I, --------,
do swear that,
as county auditor
of
_______
county, I have kept correct minutes of all acts of the
county board of equalization regarding alterations to the assessment
rolls, that all alterations agreed to or directed to be made have been made
and entered on the rolls, and that no changes or alterations have been
made except those authorized.
History: R.S. 1898 & C.L. 1907, § 2582;
C.L. 1917, § 5982; R.S. 1933 & C. 1943,
80-7-9; L. 1981, ch. 241, § 6; 1982, ch. 71,
§ 38; C. 1953, 59-7-9, renumbered
by L.
1987, ch. 4, § 139.
Amendment Notes. - The 1987 amend-

ment, effective February 6, 1987, renumbered
this section which was formerly§ 59-7-9, substituted "corrections, and orders and before
September 15 shall affix an affidavit to the
record, subscribed by the auditor" for "corrections and orders, and before the fifteenth day of
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September shall affix his affidavit thereto, subscribed by him" in the first paragraph and deleted "therein" preceding "except" in the second paragraph.
Retrospective Operation. - Laws 1987,

59-2-1011

ch. 4, § 307 provides: "This act has retrospective operation to January 1, 1987, except for
Sections 59-2-201, 59-2-205, and 59-2-207,
which take effect January 1, 1988."

NOTES TO DECISIONS
ANALYSIS

Affidavits.
Duty to make record.
Affidavits.
Failure of auditor to attach his affidavit to
assessment rolls is a fatal defect. Telonis v.
Staley, 104 Utah 537, 144 P.2d 513 (1943).
Tax deed issued to county is invalid where
county auditor fails to affix his affidavit to assessment rolls. Bozievich v. Slechta, 109 Utah
373, 166 P.2d 239 (1946).
Tax title founded on assessment unsupported
by auditor's affidavits is fatally defective.
Sperry v. Tolley, 114 Utah 303, 199 P.2d 542
(1948).
Although failure to make or subscribe auditor's affidavit will not affect validity of assessment, that affidavit is condition precedent to
valid tax deed from county. Jenkins v. Morgan,

59-2-1011.

113 Utah 534, 196 P.2d 871 (1948); Cooper v.
Carter Oil Co., 7 Utah 2d 9, 316 P.2d 320
(1957).
Where a person obtained a tax deed from a
sale of property for delinquent taxes, which
year's assessment roll did not have attached to
it the auditor's affidavit, such tax deed was
void. Pender v. Jackson, 123 Utah 501, 260
P.2d 542 (1953).
Duty to make record.
Although sometimes the county clerk makes
a record of proceedings of board of equalization,
the county auditor is generally to make such
records. Board of Educ. v. Jeppson, 74 Utah
576, 280 P. 1065 (1929).

Appeal to commission.

(1) Any person aggrieved and· dissatisfied with the decision of the county
board of equalization concerning the assessment of any property or the determination of any exemption in which the person has an interest may appeal
that decision to the commission by filing two copies of a notice of appeal
specifying the grounds for the appeal with the county auditor, within ten days
after the final action of the county board.
(2) The auditor shall:
(a) file one notice with the commission;
(b) certify and transmit to the commmission:
(i) the minutes of the proceedings of the county board of equalization for the matter appealed;
(ii) all documentary evidence received in that proceeding; and
(iii) a transcript of any testimony taken at that proceeding that
was preserved; and
(c) if the appeal is from a hearing where an exemption was granted or
denied, certify and transmit to the commission the written decision of the
board of equalization as required by § 59-2-1003.
(3) In reviewing the county board's decision, the commission may:
(a) admit additional evidence;
(b) issue orders that it considers to be just and proper; and
(c) make any correction or change in the assessment or order of the
county board of equalization.
123
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History: C.L. 1917, § 5981x, added by L.
1931, ch. 53, § 1; R.S. 1933 & C. 1943,
80-7-10; L. 1973, ch. 141, § 7; 1982, ch. 71,
§ 39; C. 1953, 59-7-10; renumbered by L.
1987, ch. 4, § 140; 1987, ch. 161, § 218.
Amendment Notes. - The 1987 amendment by Chapter 4, effective February 6, 1987,
renumbered this section which was formerly
§ 59-7-10, substituted "the person has an interest may appeal from the decision to the commission" for "he has an interest may appeal
from such decision to the state tax commission"
in the first sentence, "the notices to the commission" for "said notices to the state tax commission" and "any testimony heard in connection with the proceeding which" for "such testimony heard in connection therewith as" in the
second sentence,"§ 59-2-1003" for"§ 59-7-2.8"
in the third sentence, "the notice of appeal and
record, the commission" for "such notice of appeal and record, the state tax commission" in
the fourth sentence, "appeal the commission
may admit additional evidence and make any
order it deems just and proper, and make any"
for "said appeal the tax commission may admit
additional evidence and make such order as it
deems just and proper, and make such" in the
next-to-last sentence and "commission upon
the appeal shall be final and has" for "tax commission upon such appeal shall be final and
shall have" in the last sentence, deleted "tax"
preceding "commission the" in the second and
third sentences and made a series of minor
punctuation and stylistic changes throughout
the section.
The 1987 amendment by Chapter 161, effective January 1, 1988, added the present subsection designations to the previously undesignated section; in Subsection (1), substituted
"concerning the assessment" for "in relation to
the assessment", "that decision" for "from the
decision", and "by filing two copies of a notice
of appeal specifying the grounds for the appeal

with the county auditor, within ten days after
the final action of the county board," for "by
filing with the county auditor a notice of appeal in duplicate within ten days after the final
action of the county board, which notice shall
specify the grounds of complaint"; in Subsection (2), deleted "forthwith transmit" following
"The auditor shall"; in Subsection (2)(a), substituted "file one notice with the commission"
for "one of the notices to the commission"; in
Subsection (2)(b)(i), substituted "or the matter
appealed" for "pertaining to the matter in
which the order or decision complained of was
rendered"; in Subsection (2)(b)(ii), deleted "a
statement" following "in that proceeding"; in
Subsection (2)(b)(iii), substituted "a transcript
of any testimony taken at that proceeding that
was preserved" for "of any testimony heard in
connection with the proceedings which has
been preserved"; in Subsection (2)(c), substituted "an exemption was granted or denied" for
"an exemption was or was not granted the auditor shall also" and deleted the former last
sentence of that subsection, "regarding the
commission's setting of a day for a hearing of
the appeal upon receipt of the notice of appeal";
in Subsection (3), added "In reviewing the
county board's decision,"; in Subsection (3)(a),
deleted "and make any order" following "admit
additional evidence"; in Subsection (3)(b), substituted "issue orders that it considers to be
just and proper" for "issue orders that it considers to be just and proper" for "issue orders
that it deems just and proper"; and, in Subsection (3)(c), deleted all of the language following
"county board of equalization", which related
to the finality of decisions made by the commission.
Retrospective Operation. - Laws 1987,
ch. 4, § 307 provides: "This act has retrospective operation to January 1, 1987, except for
Sections 59-2-201, 59-2-205, and 59-2-207,
which take effect January 1, 1988."

NOTES TO DECISIONS
ANALYSIS

Appeal from "informal" hearing of commission.
Operation and effect of section.
Power of tax commission on appeal.
Appeal from "informal" hearing of commission.
Even though a commission rule provided for
an "informal," and then a "formal," hearing on
tax questions, a taxpayer's failure to apply for
the formal hearing before taking an appeal to
the Supreme Court from a "decision" at an informal hearing was proper; statutory provisions and other commission rules justify the

procedure followed by the taxpayer. Nelson v.
State Tax Comm., 29 Utah 2d 162, 506 P.2d
437 (1973).
Operation and effect of section.
This section confers quasi-judicial duties and
functions upon tax commission. County Bd. of
Equalization v. State Tax Comm., 88 Utah 219,
50 P.2d 418, rehearing denied, 88 Utah 228, 54
P.2d 1214 (1935).
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Power of tax commission on appeal.
State Tax Commission is authorized to cancel, vacate, or change an assessment when,
upon a proper showing, it has been determined
that the assessment should be so canceled, va-

59-2-1013

cated, or changed. County Bd. of Equalization
v. State Tax Comm., 88 Utah 219, 50 P.2d 418,
rehearing denied, 88 Utah 228, 54 P.2d 1214
(1935).

COLLATERAL REFERENCES
C.J.S. - 84 C.J.S. Taxation § 496.
Key Numbers. - Taxation e,, 449(5).

59-2-1012.

Decision of commission - Report to county auditor.

The commission shall decide all appeals taken pursuant to§ 59-2-1011 not
later than October 22, and shall forthwith report to the county auditor its
decision, order, or assessment, and the auditor shall make all changes necessary to comply with the decision, order, or assessment.
History: C.L. 1917, § 5981xl, added by L.
1931, ch. 53, § 1; R.S. 1933 & C. 1943,
80-7-11; L. 1981, ch. 241, § 7; 1982, ch. 71,
§ 40; C. 1953, 57-7-11; renumbered by L.
1987, ch. 4, § 141.
Amendment Notes. - The 1987 amendment, effective February 6, 1987, renumbered
this section which was formerly§ 59-7-11, and
substituted "commission shall decide all appeals taken pursuant to § 59-2-1011 not later
than October 22" for "state tax commission

59-2-1013.

shall decide all appeals taken pursuant to
§ 59-7-10 not later than the fifteenth day of
October," "order, or assessment, and the auditor" for "order or assessment, who" and "the
decision, order, or assessment" for "the same."
Retrospective Operation. - Laws 1987,
ch. 4, § 307 provides: "This act has retrospective operation to January 1, 1987, except for
Sections 59-2-201, 59-2-205, and 59-2-207,
which take effect January 1, 1988."

Time for application
Hearings.

to correct assessment

-

(1) If the owner of any property assessed by the commission, or any county
with a showing of reasonable cause, objects to the assessment, either party
may, before May 10, apply to the commission for a hearing. Both the owner or
the county upon a showing of reasonable cause shall be allowed to be a party
at any hearing under this section.
(2) The commission shall set a time for hearing the objection from May 10
until May 22. At the hearing the commission may increase, lower, or sustain
the assessment if (a) the commission finds an error in the assessment, or (b) it
is necessary to equalize the assessment with other similarly assessed property.
History: R.S. 1898 & C.L. 1907, § 2563; L.
1909, ch. 63, § 1; C.L. 1917, § 5926; L. 1931,
ch. 53, § l; R.S. 1933 & C. 1943, 80-7-12; L.
1982,ch.71, § 41; 1983,ch.278, § l;C. 1953,
59-7-12; renumbered
by L. 1987, ch. 4,
§ 142.
Amendment Notes. - The 1983 amendment rewrote this section which read: "If the
owner of any property assessed by the state tax
commission is dissatisfied with the assessment
made by it, such owner may, before the tenth

day of April, apply to the commission to have
the same corrected in any particular, and it
shall set a time for hearing such objections,
between the tenth day of April and the twentysecond day of April, inclusive, and may correct
and increase or lower any assessment made by
it, so as to equalize the same with the assessment of other property in the state."
The 1987 amendment, effective February 6,
1987, renumbered this section which was formerly§ 59-7-12; designated the previously un-
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designated two paragraphs as Subsections (1)
and (2); in the first sentence in Subsection (1),
deleted "state tax" preceding "commission,"
substituted "party may, before May 10" for
"may, before the tenth day of April" and made
a series of minor punctuation changes; and, in
Subsection (2), deleted "tax" preceding "commission" in both sentences and substituted
"May 10 until May 22" for "April 10 until April
22" in the first sentence and "lower, or sustain

the assessment if (a)" for "lower or sustain the
assessment, if' and "assessment, or (b)" for "assessment or if' in the second sentence.
Retrospective Operation. - Laws 1987,
ch. 4, § 307 provides: "This act has retrospective operation to January 1, 1987, except for
Sections 59-2-201, 59-2-205, and 59-2-207,
which take effect January 1, 1988."

NOTES TO DECISIONS
ANALYSIS

Burden of taxpayer.
Mandamus.
Necessity for prior protest.
Burden of taxpayer.
In protesting an assessment, taxpayer not
only must show substantial error or impropriety in the assessment, but also must provide a
sound evidentiary basis upon which the commission could adopt a lower valuation. Utah
Power & Light Co. v. Utah State Tax Comm.,
590 P.2d 332 (Utah 1979).
Mandamus.
This section does not warrant

59-2-1014.

issuance of

mandamus to commission to compel reapportionment. Mammoth City v. Snow, 69 Utah
204, 253 P. 680 (1926).
Necessity for prior protest.
Contention that assessment of personal property was fraudulent will not be considered
where taxpayer did not protest valuation before commencing action. Crystal Car Line v.
State Tax Comm., 110 Utah 426, 174 P.2d 984
(1946).

Investigations by commission - Assessment of
escaped property - Increase or decrease of assessed valuation.

Each year the commission shall conduct an investigation throughout each
county of the state to determine whether all property subject to taxation is on
the assessment rolls, and whether the property is being assessed at 75% of its
fair market value, as established under § 59-2-103, for residential property
and at 100% of its fair market value, as established under § 59-2-103, for all
other property. When, after any investigation, it is found that any property
which is subject to taxation is not assessed, then the commission shall direct
the county assessor, the county board of equalization, or the county auditor, as
it may determine, to enter the assessment of the escaped property. If it is
found that any property in any county is not being assessed at 75% of its fair
market value, as established under§ 59-2-103, for residential property and at
100% of its fair market value, as established under § 59-2-103, for all other
property, the commission shall, for the purpose of equalizing the value of
property in the state, increase or decrease the assessed valuation of the property in order to enforce the assessment of all property subject to taxation upon
the basis of 75% of its fair market value, as established under§ 59-2-103, for
residential property and at 100% of its fair market value, as established under
§ 59-2-103, for all other property, and shall direct the county assessor, the
county board of equalization or the county auditor, as it may determine, to
correct the assessed valuation of the property in a manner prescribed by the
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commission. The county assessors, county boards of equalization, and county
auditors shall make all increases or decreases as may be required by the
commission to make the assessment of all property within the county conform
as nearly as may be to 75% of its fair market value, as established under
§ 59-2-103, for residential property and at 100% of the fair market value, as
established under § 59-2-103, for all other property.
History: R.S. 1898,

§

2585; L. 1899, ch. 68,

§ 1; C.L. 1907, § 2585; L. 1909, ch. 63, § 1;
1911,ch.83, § 1; 1917,ch.59,§
l;C.L. 1917,
§ 5985; L. 1931, ch. 53, § 1; R.S. 1933 & C.
1943, 80-7-13; L. 1947, ch. 111, § 1; 1961, ch.
142, § l; 1981, ch.231, § 7; 1982,ch.66, § 5;

1985, ch. 165, § 73; C. 1953, 59-7-13; renumbered by L. 1987, ch. 4, § 143.
Amendment Notes. - The 1985 amendment substituted "75%" for "15%" and "100%"
for "20%" throughout the section.
The 1987 amendment, effective February 6,
1987, renumbered this section, which formerly
appeared as § 59-7-13; deleted "State Tax" preceding "commission" in the first, second and
last sentences; substituted "the property is assessed at 75% of its fair market value, as established under § 59-2-103, for residential property and at 100% of its fair market value, as
established under § 59-2-103" for "such property is assessed at 75% of its reasonable fair
cash value for residential property and at 100%
of its reasonable fair cash value" in the first
sentence, "fair market value, as established
under § 59-2-103, for residential property and
at 100% of its fair market value, as established
by § 59-2-103, for all other property, the com-

mission" for "reasonable fair cash value for residential property and at 100% of its reasonable
fair cash value for all other property, the State
Tax Commission," "basis of 75% of its fair market value, as established under§ 59-2-103, for
residential property and at 100% of its fair
market
value,
as
established
under
§ 59-2-103" for "basis of 75% of its reasonable
fair cash value for residential property and at
100% of its reasonable fair cash value" and
"the property in the manner prescribed by the
commission" for "such property in the manner
which the State Tax Commission shall prescribe" in the third sentence, and "fair market
value, as established under§ 59-2-103, for residential property and at 100% of the fair market value, as established under§ 59-2-103" for
"reasonable fair cash value for residential
property and at 100% of the reasonable fair
cash value" in the fourth sentence; and made a
series of minor punctuation and stylistic
changes throughout the section.
Retrospective Operation. - Laws 1987,
ch. 4, § 307 provides: "This act has retrospective operation to January 1, 1987, except for
Sections 59-2-201, 59-2-205, and 59-2-207,
which take effect January 1, 1988."

NOTES TO DECISIONS
Overriding county decision.
State Tax Commission can direct county officials to assess property as taxable property
even though county officials have concluded
that it is property exempt from taxation under
the Constitution; in so doing, it has no duty to

59-2-1015.

Equalization
tors.

afford notice and hearing to taxpayer, that requirement applying only when commission is
going to make the assessment itself. Friendship Manor Corp. v. Tax Comm., 26 Utah 2d
227, 487 P.2d 1272 (1971).

based on reports of county audi-

Before June 17 the commission shall examine and compare the reports of
the county auditors and shall equalize the assessment of the taxable property
of the several counties of the state for the purpose of taxation.
History: R.S. 1898,

§

2560; L. 1899, ch. 68,

§ 1; 1907, ch. 9, § 1; C.L. 1907, § 2560; L.
1909, ch. 63, § 1; C.L. 1917, § 5923; L. 1919,

ch. 114,§ 1; 1931,ch. 53,§ l;R.S. 1933&C.
1943, 80-7-14; L. 1982, ch. 71, § 42; C. 1953,
59-7-14; renumbered by L. 1987, ch. 4,
§ 144.

Amendment Notes. - The 1987 amendment, effective February 6, 1987, renumbered
this section which was formerly§ 59-7-14 and
substituted "June 17 the" for "the tenth day of
June the state tax."
Retrospective Operation. - Laws 1987,
ch. 4, § 307 provides: "This act has retrospec-
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tive operation to January 1, 1987, except for
Sections 59-2-201, 59-2-205, and 59-2-207,
which take effect January 1, 1988."

59-2-1016.

Statement of equalization to be sent county auditors.

When the equalization among the several counties is completed, the commission shall transmit to each county auditor and to the state auditor a statement of the changes made by it in the assessment books of each county or any
assessment contained in the book, which is prima-facie evidence of the regularity of all proceedings of the commission resulting in the action which is the
subject matter of the statement.
History: R.S. 1898 & C.L. 1907, § 2587;
C.L. 1917, § 5987; L. 1931, ch. 53, § l; R.S.
1933 & C. 1943, 80-7-15; C. 1953, 59-7-15; renumbered by L. 1987, ch. 4, § 145.
Amendment Notes. - The 1987 amendment, effective February 6, 1987, renumbered
this section which was formerly§ 59-7-15, substituted "commission shall" for "state tax com-

mission must" and "in the book" for "therein"
and deleted "tax" preceding "commission resulting".
Retrospective Operation. - Laws 1987,
ch. 4, § 307 provides: "This act has retrospective operation to January 1, 1987, except for
Sections 59-2-201, 59-2-205, and 59-2-207,
which take effect January 1, 1988."

PART 11
EXEMPTIONS
59-2-1101.

Exempt properties -

Required affidavit.

(1) The following property is exempt from taxation:
(a) property exempt under the laws of the United States;
(b) property of the state, school districts, and public libraries;
(c) property of counties, cities, towns, special districts, and all other
political subdivisions of the state, except as provided in Chapter 13, Title
11, the lnterlocal Cooperation Act;
(d) property owned by a nonprofit entity which is used exclusively for
religious, charitable, or educational purposes;
(e) places of burial not held or used for private or corporate benefit;
(f) farm equipment and machinery; and
(g) intangible property.
(2) (a) The owner, whether it be a religious, charitable, or other organization, who receives exempt status for property shall file an affidavit, on or
before May 1 each year, certifying the use to which the property has been
put during the past year. The affidavit shall contain the following information in summary form:
(i) identity of affiant;
(ii) the basis of the affiant's knowledge of the use of the property;
(iii) authority to make the affidavit on behalf of the owner;
(iv) county where property is located; and
(v) nature of use to which the property has been put.
(b) If the affidavit is not filed within the time limits prescribed by the
county board of equalization, the exempt status may after notice and
hearing be revoked and the property then placed on the tax rolls.
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(3) The county governing body may adopt rules to effectuate the exemptions provided in this part.
History: R.S. 1898 & C.L. 1907, § 2503; L.
1909,ch.94,§
l;C.L. 1917,§ 5863;R.S. 1933
& C. 1943, 80-2-1; 1986, ch. 57, § 2; C. 1953,
59-2-1; renumbered by L. 1987, ch. 4, § 38;
1987, ch. 93, § 2.
Amendment Notes. - The 1986 amendment inserted "(1) The following property is
exempt from taxation: (a) property of the state,
school districts, and public libraries; (b)" at the
beginning of the section and subdivided the
first sentence into four subsections; in Subsection (l)(b) deleted "The" before "property", inserted "exempt under the laws" before "United
States", inserted "the property" before "of
counties" and deleted "this state" before "counties," substituted "special" for "school" and
"and all other political subdivisions of the
state" for "municipal corporations and public
libraries, lots with the buildings thereon"; in
Subsection (l)(c) inserted "(c) property owned
by a nonprofit entity which is" preceding
"used", deleted "either" before "religions",
"worship or" before "charitable" and inserted
"or educational" before "purposes", deleted
"and places" following "purposes" and made
stylistic changes; in Subsection (l)(d) inserted
"places" before "of burial" and deleted "shall be
exempt from taxation" following "benefit"; designated the second sentence as Subsection (2)
and in the subsection deleted "not" following
"shall", substituted "exempted from taxation to
the extent that" for "separately taxed", deleted
"as long as" before "they", substituted "are" for
"shall be" and deleted "exclusively" following
"used".
The 1987 amendment by Chapter 4, effective
February 6, 1987, renumbered this section
which was formerly§ 59-2-1; in Subsection (1),
redesignated former Paragraphs (a) through
(d) as present Paragraphs (b) through (e) and

added Paragraph (a); in present Subsection
(l)(c), deleted "property exempt under the laws
of the United States, the" from the beginning
and added "except as provided in Chapter 13,
Title 11, the Interlocal Cooperation Act";
added a Subsection (l)(f); deleted former Subsection (2), relating to exemptions of specified
items from taxation; added present Subsections
(2) and (3); and made minor stylistic changes
throughout the section.
The 1987 amendment by Chapter 93, effective January 1, 1988, added present Subsection
(l)(f) and redesignated former Subsection (l)(f)
as present Subsection (l)(g).
Retrospective Operation. - Laws 1986,
ch. 57, § 37 provides: "This act has retrospective operation to January 1, 1986."
Laws 1987, ch. 93, § 3 provides: "This act
has retrospective operation to January 1,
1987."
No Retroactive Effect. - Laws 1986, ch.
57, § 36 provides: "It is the intent of the Legislature that the changes made in this act not be
construed to have retroactive effect."
Cross-References. - Constitutional taxation provisions generally, Utah Const. Art.
XIII.
Exemptions:
armories, § 39-2-1.
constitutional exemptions, Utah Const.
Art. XIII, § 2.
exemptions reserved to United States, Enabling Act, § 3.
fraternal insurance societies,§ 31A-9-601.
school property generally, § 53-4-12.
Indians' property, Utah Const. Art. III, § 2.
Nonresident citizens, taxation, Utah Const.
Art. III, § 2.
Privilege tax on possession and use of taxexempt property, § 59-4-101.

NOTES TO DECISIONS
ANALYSIS

Charitable purposes.
_Extent of exemption.
Federal property.
General construction.
Power of Legislature.
Public property.
Sale of electric power by city.
Sewer connection and service charges.
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Charitable purposes.
Where fraternal order, purpose and object of
which was to promote good fellowship among
its members and for charitable purposes, conducted social club for benefit of members, and
part of clubroom was used as buffet where liquors, meals and cigars were sold to members,
the net profits derived being devoted to charitable purposes, clubhouse was exempt from
taxation. Salt Lake Lodge No. 85 v. Groesbeck,
40 Utah 1, 120 P. 192, 1914C Ann. Cas. 940
(1911).
In determining whether a hospital is entitled
to exemption from taxation under this section
on the ground that it is used exclusively for
"charitable purposes," the test is whether it is
maintained for the purpose of charity or for
profit, and if hospital is incorporated, the answer to that question depends upon its powers
as defined in its charter as well as upon the
manner in which it is conducted, and the corporation itself is concluded by the declaration of
its charter in respect to its purpose and object.
William Budge Mem. Hosp. v. Maughan, 79
Utah 516, 3 P.2d 258, rehearing denied, 79
Utah 516, 13 P.2d 1119 (1932).
Fraternal organization's lot and the lodge
building built thereon were not entitled to a
tax exemption on the basis of charitable use
where the activities conducted in the lodge consisted chiefly of drinking, card playing, dancing, and other social, rather than fraternal
functions, and the organization's expenditures
on charitable objects amounted to only slightly
more than 2% of total expenditures. Baker v.
One Piece oflmproved Real Property, 570 P.2d
1023 (Utah 1977).

even though they bear close relation to activities of United States. Salt Lake County v.
Kennecott Copper Corp., 163 F.2d 484 (10th
Cir. 1947), cert. denied, 333 U.S. 832, 68 S. Ct.
458, 92 L. Ed. 1116 (1948).

General construction.
In order to relieve any species of property
from its due and just proportion of burdens of
government, language relied on as creating exemption from taxation should be so clear as not
to admit of reasonable controversy about its
meaning, since all doubts must be resolved
against exemption. Accordingly, court will not
aid or enlarge exemptions from taxation by interpretation. Judge v. Spencer, 15 Utah 242, 48
P. 1097 (1897).
Legislation, claimed to grant immunity from
taxation, will be strictly interpreted against
exemption. Union Refrigerator Transit Co. v.
Lynch, 18 Utah 378, 55 P. 639, 48 L.R.A. 790
(1898), affd, 177 U.S. 149, 20 S. Ct. 631, 44 L.
Ed. 708 (1900).
Power of Legislature.
Legislature has no power to exempt from
taxation property not exempt therefrom under
Constitution. Judge v. Spencer, 15 Utah 242,
48 P. 1097 (1897).

Extent of exemption.
Exemption of property of benevolent society
extends only to such part of that property as is
occupied and used "exclusively" for charitable
purposes and not to part thereof held as source
of revenue, especially when value of each such
part of property is separately ascertainable.
Parker v. Quinn, 23 Utah 332, 64 P. 961
(1901); Salt Lake Lodge No. 85 v. Groesbeck,
40 Utah 1, 120 P. 192 (1911).
Where portion of certain property owned by
charitable institution was occupied and used
by it for charitable purposes, and other portion
thereof was rented to stores for purposes of revenue, portion used and occupied for charitable
purposes was exempt, and portion rented out
was subject to taxation. Odd Fellows' Bldg.
Ass'n v. Naylor, 53 Utah 111, 177 P. 214
(1918).

Public property.
Property owned by cities is absolutely exempt, and the exempt status of such property
depends upon no condition but ownership by
the city. Springville v. Johnson, 10 Utah 351,
37 P. 577 (1894).
Where the state holds title to land in its governmental capacity, the property is exempt
from taxation under the constitutional mandate. Duchesne County v. State Tax Comm.,
104 Utah 365, 140 P.2d 335 (1943).
Where state accepted deed of land from defaulting mortgagor, rather than foreclose the
mortgage given upon purchase of the land from
the state, the state could not claim the land
free from county taxes levied while the mortgagor had the title, since such would not be
within listed exemption from taxation and
would constitute an abatement of taxes. State
v. Salt Lake County, 96 Utah 464, 85 P.2d 851
(1938); State v. Duchesne County, 96 Utah
482, 85 P.2d 860 (1938).
Lands, title to which is acquired by the state
by foreclosure of mortgage or conveyance for
the extinguishment of a debt for money loaned
from the state school fund, are exempt from
taxation. Duchesne County v. State Tax
Comm., 104 Utah 365, 140 P.2d 335 (1943).

Federal property.
While taxes imposed by state law may not be
laid directly upon property or activities of federal government itself or of any of its instrumentalities, private property and interests
may be subjected to taxation under state law

Sale of electric power by city.
Sales tax on sales of electrical energy by municipality does not offend Utah Const. Art.
XIII, § 2, because city may pass tax on to consumer. Even though city is required to pay the
tax, the tax may not be said to be a tax on its
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property. State Tax Comm. v. City of Logan, 88
Utah 406, 54 P.2d 1197 (1936).
Sewer connection and service charges.
Charges by city levied against board of education for connections to city sewer system and

59-2-1102

services thereof were mere payments for services enjoyed by the board and were not
"taxes" or "assessments" from which board was
exempt. Murray City v. Board of Educ., 16
Utah 2d 115, 396 P.2d 628 (1964).

COLLATERAL REFERENCES
Utah Law Review. - Note, Financing
Modernized and Unmodernized Local Government in the Age of Aquarius, 1971 Utah L.
Rev. 30.
Am. Jur. 2d. - 71 Am. Jur. 2d State and
Local Taxation §§ 191 et seq.; 307 et seq.
C.J.S. - 84 C.J.S. Taxation §§ 282, 289 et
seq.
A.L.R. - Construction of statute or regulation exempting gifts to foreign charitable, educational or religious body on reciprocal basis,
12 A.L.R.3d 918.
Garage or parking lot as within tax exemp-

59-2-1102.

tion extended to property of educational, charitable or hospital organizations, 33 A.L.R.3d
938.
Receipt of pay from beneficiaries as affecting
tax exemption of charitable institutions, 37
A.L.R.3d 1191.
Exemption of parsonage or residence of minister, priest, rabbi or other church personnel,
55 A.L.R.3d 356.
Tax exemption for religious societies or institutions, 28 A.L.R.4th 344.
Key Numbers. - Taxation ~ 241 to 244.

State lands under contract of sale or lease Exceptions - Tax on purchaser's interest - Certificate of sale.

(1) Lands to which title remains in the state, which are held or occupied by
any person under a contract of sale or lease from the state, are exempt from
taxation.
(2) This section does not exempt the taxation of:
(a) improvements on state lands;
(b) any interest in state lands to the extent of money paid or due in part
payment of the purchase price, regardless of whether an extension of
payment was granted prior to the levying of this tax; or
(c) land subject to the privilege tax under § 59-4-101.
(3) If final payment has been made under Subsection (1) on state lands, the
contract of sale shall be regarded as passing title to the purchaser or assignee.
The Board of State Lands shall certify the receipt of final payment to the
commission.
(4) Any tax levied on the interest of a purchaser of state lands before title
passes to the purchaser or assignee shall be collected in the same manner as
taxes on •personal property.
(5) The interest of a purchaser of state lands is subject to sale for delinquent
taxes in the same manner as personal property.
(6) If any interest in state lands is sold for delinquent taxes, the officer
making the sale shall issue a certificate of sale. When filed with the Board of
State Lands, the certificate or certified copy operates as an assignment of the
interest of the original purchaser or assignee to the purchaser at the tax sale.
History: R.S. 1898 & C.L. 1907, § 2502;
C.L. 1917,§ 5862;L.1919,ch. 113,§ 1; 1921,
ch. 132, § 1; R.S. 1933 & C. 1943, 80-2-2;
1986, ch. 57, § 3; C. 1953, 59-2-2; renumbered by L. 1987, ch. 4, § 39.

Amendment Notes. - The 1986 amendment subdivided the first sentence into Subsections (1) and (2) with accompanying stylistic
changes, and designated the second sentence
as Subsection (3); deleted "but this provision
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shall not be construed to" following "state" in
Subsection (1); deleted "such" before "lands"
and "thereof' following "price" in Subsection
(2); and in Subsection (3) inserted "under Subsection (1)" following "made", deleted "for the
purpose of taxation," following "shall" and deleted "such" before "final".
The 1987 amendment, effective February 6,
1987, renumbered this section which was formerly § 59-2-2; in Subsection (1), substituted
"Lands to which title remains" for "No tax
shall be levied upon lands, the title to which
remains", inserted "which are", and, at the
end, inserted "are exempt from taxation"; in
Subsection (2), substituted the present provision for the former provision which read "This
subsection does not prevent the taxation of'; in
Subsection (2)(a), inserted "state" preceding
and the semicolon following "lands" and deleted "and an" following "state lands"; in Subsection (2)(b), substituted the present provisions for the former provisions which read "interest therein to the extent of money paid, or
due, in part payment of the purchase price, regardless of whether an extension of payment

has been granted or not prior to the levying of
such tax"; added Subsection (2)(c); in Subsection (3), substituted "If final payment" for
"Where final payment", "on state lands" for
"upon such lands", and "purchaser or assignee.
The Board of State Lands shall certify the receipt of final payment to the commission" for
"purchaser or assignee, and the State Lands
Board shall immediately certify the receipt of
final payment to the State Tax Commission";
and added Subsections (4) through (6).
Compiler's Notes. - Former § 59-2-3, as
amended by Laws 1986, ch. 57, § 4, contained
provisions similar to this section.
Retrospective Operation. - Laws 1986,
ch. 57, § 37 provides: "This act has retrospective operation to January 1, 1986."
Laws 1987, ch. 4, § 307 provides: "This act
has retrospective operation to January 1, 1987,
except for Sections 59-2-201, 59-2-205, and
59-2-207, which take effect January 1, 1988."
No Retroactive Effect. - Laws 1986, ch.
57, § 36 provides: "It is the intent of the Legislature that the changes made in this act not be
construed to have retroactive effect."

NOTES TO DECISIONS
ANALYSIS

Improvements affixed to realty.
Land acquired at foreclosure proceedings.
State land sold on contract.
Use tax on property used in business.

Improvements affixed to realty.
Improvements affixed to state-owned lands
are not exempt from taxation. Great Salt Lake
Minerals & Chems. Corp. v. State Tax Comm.,
573 P.2d 337 (Utah 1977).
Land acquired at foreclosure proceedings.
Lands, title to which is acquired by the state
by foreclosure of mortgage or conveyance for
extinguishment of a debt for money loaned
from the state school fund, are exempt from
taxation. Duchesne County v. State Tax
Comm., 104 Utah 365, 140 P.2d 335 (1943).
State land sold on contract.
State land sold on contract which retains title in state cannot be assessed, only the improvements and the purchaser's interest to the
extent of payments made, whether extension of

payment has been granted or not. Stowell v.
State, 100 Utah 420, 115 P.2d 916 (1941).
Where state land board canceled contract of
sale of state lands because of purchaser's default, the latter's interest in the property disappeared, and consequently purported sale of
purchaser's interest by county for taxes conveyed nothing. Stowell v. State, 100 Utah 420,
115 P.2d 916 (1941).

Use tax on property used in business.
Property used in business for a profit, formerly exempt under this section, is subject to
use tax under § 59-13-73 which, being a later
enactment, takes precedence over this section
in so far as they are plainly inconsistent.
Thiokol Chem. Corp. v. Peterson, 15 Utah 2d
355, 393 P.2d 391 (1964).

COLLATERAL REFERENCES

C.J.S. - 84 C.J.S. Taxation § 253.
Key Numbers. - Taxation <Sea 213.
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Property owned by disabled veterans or their
unremarried surviving spouses or minor orphans
- Amount of exemption.

Real and tangible personal property located in this state which is owned by
any of the following persons is exempt from taxation to the taxable value of
not more than $30,000, subject to the conditions and limitations of
§ 59-2-1104:
(1) disabled persons who served in the military service of the United
States or of this state in any armed conflict prior to January 1, 1921;
(2) persons who are disabled as a result of serving in the military
service of the United States or of this state subsequent to 1920; and
(3) the unremarried surviving spouse and minor orphans of any person
described in Subsection (1) or (2), or of a person who died as a result of
service in the military service of the United States or of this state.
History: L. 1931, ch. 40, § 1; R.S. 1933 & C.
1943, 80-2-4; L. 1947, ch. 101, § 1; 1948 (S.S.),
ch. 10, § l; 1971, ch. 146, § 1; 1977, ch. 283,
§ 3; 1984, ch. 53, § 1; 1985, ch. 165, § 61;
1986, ch. 57, § 5; C. 1953, 59-2-5; renumbered by L. 1987, ch. 4, § 40.
Amendment Notes. - The 1984 amendment increased the maximum exemption from
$3,000 to $6,000; and made minor changes in
style.
The 1985 amendment increased the maximum exemption from $6,000 to $30,000.
The 1986 amendment inserted subsection
designations; at the end of introductory language added "the following person is exempt
from taxation to the taxable value of, but not
exceeding $30,000, subject to the conditions
and limitations of Section 59-2-6:"; at the end
of Subsection (1) deleted ", and the real and
personal tangible property situated in this
state owned by"; in Subsection (2) substituted
"who" for "that" following "disabled persons"
and "that" for "such" preceding "service"; in
Subsection (3) deleted "by" at the beginning of
the subsection and substituted "the" for

"these" preceding "persons" and "in Subsections (1) and (2)" for", to the assessed value of,
but not exceeding $30,000, is exempt from taxation subject to the conditions and limitations
set forth in Section 59-2-6" at the end of the
subsection.
The 1987 amendment, effective February 6,
1987, renumbered this section which was formerly § 59-2-5 and rewrote this section to the
extent that a detailed comparison is impracticable.
Retrospective Operation. - Laws 1986,
ch. 57, § 37 provides: "This act has retrospective operation to January 1, 1986."
Laws 1987, ch. 4, § 307 provides: "This act
has retrospective operation to January 1, 1987,
except for Sections 59-2-201, 59-2-205, and
59-2-207, which take effect January 1, 1988."
No Retroactive Effect. - Laws 1986, ch.
57, § 36 provides: "It is the intent of the Legislature that the changes made in this act not be
construed to have retroactive effect."
Cross-References. - Constitutional authorization, Utah Const. Art. XIII, § 2.

COLLATERAL REFERENCES
C.J.S. -

84 C.J.S. Taxation § 241.

59-2-1104.

Application
requirements

for veteran's exemption
and limitations.

-

Proof

(1) The exemptions authorized by § 59-2-1103 may be allowed only if the
interest of the claimant is on record on January 1 of the year the exemption is
claimed. If the claimant has an interest in real property under a contract, the
exemption may be allowed if it is proved to the satisfaction of the county
governing body that the claimant is the purchaser under the contract and is
obligated to pay the taxes on the property beginning January 1 of that year.
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(2) Prior to May 2 each year, any person applying for a veteran's exemption
shall file a sworn application with the county governing body of the county in
which that person resides. A copy of the veteran's certificate of discharge from
the military service of the United States or of this state, or other satisfactory
evidence of eligible military service, shall accompany the initial application
for exemption.
(3) If the application is made by a veteran who served in the military of the
United States or of this state prior to January 1, 1921, or by the unremarried
surviving spouse or minor orphan of that veteran, a certificate from the
United States Veterans' Administration or from any other source required by
the county governing body showing the percentage of disability of the veteran
shall accompany the application.
(4) Any application made by a veteran who served in the military service of
the United States or of this state after the year 1920, or by the unremarried
surviving spouse or minor orphan of that veteran, shall be accompanied by:
(a) a certificate from the United States Veterans' Administration, or
from any other source required by the county governing body, showing
the percentage of disability incurred or aggravated as the result of military service; and
(b) an affidavit by or on behalf of the person claiming the exemption
that the veteran, an unremarried surviving spouse, or unremarried surviving spouse and minor children together, or the orphaned minor children, received less than $24,000 for the previous year from all sources,
excluding the income from a disability compensation granted because of
the service of the veteran in the armed forces of the United States or of
this state.
(5) If the veteran is 100% disabled, the full $30,000 exemption is allowed. If
the certificate shows a lesser percentage of disability, the exemption allowed
is that percentage of $30,000, except that no exemption is allowed for any
disability below 25%.
(6) The unremarried surviving spouse and minor orphans of a deceased
veteran are entitled to the greater of:
(a) the full exemption if the veteran's disability was 25% or more and
the veteran served prior to January 1, 1921; or
(b) the same exemption to which the disabled veteran would have been
entitled, if the veteran served after 1920.
(7) The county governing body may adopt rules to effectuate the exemptions from taxation under § 59-2-1103.
History: L. 1931, ch. 40, § 2; R.S. 1933 & C.
1943, 80-2-5; L. 1947, ch. 101, § l; 1948 (S.S.),
ch. 10, § 1; 1971, ch. 146, § 1; 1977, ch. 283,
§ 4; 1979,ch.216,§
1;1984,ch.53,§
2;1986,
ch. 57, § 6; renumbered by L. 1987, ch. 4,
§ 41.
Amendment Notes. - The 1984 amendment increased the amount at the end of Subsection (2) from $12,000 to $24,000; increased
the amounts in the first two sentences of Subsection (3) from $3,000 to $6,000; and made
minor changes in phraseology and style.
The 1986 amendment in Subsection (1) substituted "Every" for "A" and "shall" for "must"
in the first sentence and deleted "having" pre-

ceding "once" and "been" following "once" in
the second sentence; in Subsection (2) in the
first sentence deleted "there shall accompany
the application" following "January 1, 1921,"
and added "shall accompany the application"
and in the second sentence substituted "Any"
for "If', "made" for "is", "who" for "that" preceding "served", and "shall be accompanied by"
for "there shall accompany such application,"
in Subsection (3) substituted "$30,000" for
"$6,000" in two places, inserted "veteran" after
"to the same exemption that their deceased",
and substituted "the veteran" for "he ·or she";
and made minor changes throughout the section.
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The 1987 amendment, effective February 6,
1987, renumbered this section which was formerly § 59-2-1 and rewrote this section to the
extent that a detailed comparison is impracticable.
Compiler's Notes. - Former §§ 59-2-6.5
and 59-2-6.7, as enacted by Laws 1971, ch. 146,
§ 2 and amended by Laws 1986, ch. 57, § 7,
contained provisions similar to this section.
Effective Dates. - Section 4 of Laws 1984,
ch. 53 provided: "This act shall take effect upon
approval by the governor, or the day following
the constitutional time limit of Article VII,
Section 8 without the governor's signature, or
in the case of veto, the date of veto override."
Approved February 16, 1984.

59-2-1105.

59-2-1105

Retrospective Operation. - Section 3 of
Laws 1984, ch. 53 provided: "This act shall
have retrospective operation to January 1,
1984."
Laws 1986, ch. 57, § 37 provides: "This act
has retrospective operation to January
1,
1986."
Laws 1987, ch. 4, § 307 provides: "This act
has retrospective operation to January 1, 1987,
except for Sections 59-2-201, 59-2-205, and
59-2-207, which take effect January 1, 1988."
No Retroactive Effect. - Laws 1986, ch.
57, § 36 provides: "It is the intent of the Legislature that the changes made in this act not be
construed to have retroactive effect."

Exemption of property owned by blind persons
or their unremarried surviving spouses or minor
orphans - Amount - Application.

(1) The real and tangible personal property in this state owned by blind
persons, their unremarried surviving spouses, or minor orphans, is exempt
from taxation to the value of, but not exceeding, $11,500 of taxable value for
real and personal property, subject to Subsections (2) through (4) [Subsections
(2) and (3)].
(2) Every person applying for the exemption for the blind shall, on or before
May 1 in each year, file an application with the county governing body of the
county in which the person resides.
(3) The first year's application shall be accompanied by a statement signed
by a licensed ophthalmologist verifying that the person:
(a) has no more than 20/200 visual acuity in the better eye when corrected; or
(b) has, in the case of better than 20/200 central vision, a restriction of
the field of vision in the better eye which subtends an angle of vision no
greater than 20 degrees.
History: L. 1949, ch. 85, § 1; C. 1943,
Supp., 80-2-12; L. 1985, ch. 165, § 62; C.
1953, 59-2-12; renumbered by L. 1987, ch. 4,
§ 44.
Amendment Notes. - The 1985 amendment increased the exemption of assessed valuation on homes and homesteads from $2,000 to
$10,000 and personal property from $300 to
$1500; and substituted "Section 59-2-13" for
"the following" at the end of the section.
The 1987 amendment, effective February 6,
1987, renumbered this section which was formerly § 59-2-12 and substituted the present
provisions for the former provisions which read
"The real and personal tangible property situated in this state owned by blind persons and
by the unmarried widows and by the minor

orphans of such persons of the value of but not
exceeding $10,000 assessed valuation
for
homes and homesteads and $1500 for personal
property, is exempt from taxation subject to
the conditions set forth in Section 59-2-13."
Compiler's Notes. - Former § 59-2-13, as
amended by Laws 1957, ch. 119, § 1, contained
provisions similar to this section.
Retrospective Operation. - Laws 1987,
ch. 4, § 307 provides: "This act has retrospective operation to January 1, 1987, except for
Sections 59-2-201, 59-2-205, and 59-2-207,
which take effect January 1, 1988."
Cross-References. - Constitutional authorization of exemption of homes, homesteads
an,d personal property generally, Const. Art.
XIII, § 2.
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Poor persons -

Amount of abatement.

The county governing body may remit or abate the taxes of any poor person
in an amount not exceeding $300 or not more than 50% of the total tax
assessed for the current year, whichever is less, subject to the conditions of
§ 59-2-1108.
History: C. 1953, 59-2-1106, enacted by L.
1987, ch. 4, § 88.
Compiler's Notes. - Former § 59-2-14, as
amended by Laws 1986, ch. 57, § 13, contained
provisions similar to this section.
Effective Dates. - Laws 1987, ch. 4, § 308
makes the act effective on February 6, 1987.

59-2-1107.

Retrospective Operation. - Laws 1987,
ch. 4, § 307 provides: "This act has retrospective operation to January 1, 1987, except for
Sections 59-2-201, 59-2-205, and 59-2-207,
which take effect January 1, 1988."

Poor persons - Deferral of taxes - Treatment
of deferred taxes.

(1) The county board of equalization may, after giving notice, defer any tax
levied on residential property, subject to the conditions of§ 59-2-1108. If the
owner of that property is poor, the property may not be subjected to a tax sale
during the period of deferrment.
(2) Taxes deferred by the board of equalization accumulate with interest as
a lien against the property until the property is sold or otherwise disposed of.
Deferred taxes bear interest at the rate of 6% per year and have the same
status as a lien under §§ 59-2-1301 and 59-2-1303.
(3) Deferral may be granted by the county governing body at any time if:
(a) the holder of any mortgage or trust deed outstanding on the property gives written approval of the application; and
(b) the applicant is not the owner of income producing assets which
could be liquidated to pay the tax. Any assets transferred to relatives in
the prior three-year period shall be considered by the county governing
body in making its determination.
History: C. 1953, 59-2-15, enacted by L.
1982, ch. 71, § 20; renumbered by L. 1987,
ch. 4, § 46.
Amendment Notes. - The 1987 amendment, effective February 6, 1987, renumbered
this section which was formerly § 59-2-15 and
rewrote this section to the extent that a detailed comparison is impracticable.

59-2-1108.

Retrospective Operation. - Laws 1987,
ch. 4, § 307 provides: "This act has retrospective operation to January 1, 1987, except for
Sections 59-2-201, 59-2-205, and 59-2-207,
which take effect January 1, 1988."

Poor persons - Tax relief, deferral, or abatement - Application.

(1) No person under the age of 65 years is eligible for tax relief, deferral, or
abatement provided for poor people under§§ 59-2-1106 and 59-2-1107 unless:
(a) the county governing body finds that extreme hardship would prevail if the grants were not made; or
(b) the person is disabled.
(2) An application for the exemption shall be filed on or before May 1 with
the county governing body of the county in which the property is located. The
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application shall set forth adequate facts to support the person's eligibility to
receive the exemption.
(a) The application shall include an affidavit setting forth the eligibility of the applicant for the exemption.
(b) Both husband and wife shall sign the application if they seek an
exemption on a residence in which they both reside and which they own
as joint tenants.
(3) For purposes of this section:
(a) A poor person is any person (i) whose total household income as
defined in § 59-2-1202 is less than $10,000, (ii) who resides for not less
than ten months of each year in the residence for which the tax relief,
deferral, or abatement is requested, and (iii) who is unable to meet the
tax assessed on his residential property as the tax becomes due.
(b) "Residence" includes a mobile home as defined under § 59-2-602
[§ 59-2-601).
(4) The commission shall adopt rules to implement this section.
(5) Any poor person may qualify for the deferral of taxes under
§ 59-2-1107, or, if the person meets the requisites
of § 59-2-1106
[§ 59-2-1108), for the abatement of taxes under § 59-2-1106, or both.
History: C. 1953, 59-2-14, enacted by L.
1982, ch. 71, § 19; L. 1984 (2nd S.S.), ch. 12,
§ 4; 1986, ch. 57, § 13; renumbered by L.
1987, ch. 4, § 45.
Amendment Notes. - The 1987 amendment, effective February 6, 1987, renumbered
this section which was formerly§ 59-2-14 and
rewrote this section to the extent that a detailed comparison is impracticable.
Retrospective Operation. - Laws 1986,

59-2-1109.

ch. 57, § 37 provides: "This act has retrospective operation to January 1, 1986."
Laws 1987, ch. 4, § 307 provides: "This act
has retrospective operation to January 1, 1987,
except for Sections 59-2-201, 59-2-205, and
59-2-207, which take effect January 1, 1988."
No Retroactive Effect. - Laws 1986, ch.
57, § 36 provides: "It is the intent of the Legislature that the changes made in this act not be
construed to have retroactive effect."

Property producing electrical power for irrigation.

(1) Power plants, power transmission lines, and other property used for
generating and delivering electrical power, a portion of which is used for
furnishing power for pumping water for irrigation purposes on lands in this
state, are exempt from taxation, subject to the conditions and limitations of
this section.
(2) For purposes of the exemption under Subsection (1), the commission
shall determine:
(a) the total amount of electric power distributed by each distributor
for all purposes within this state; and
(b) the total amount of electric power distributed by each distributor
which was used exclusively for pumping water for the irrigation of lands
within this state.
(3) The commission shall exempt from the total property assessment on all
properties assessed within this state used for generating and distributing
electrical power, that portion which the total amount of electric power used
exclusively for pumping water for irrigation purposes bears to the total
amount of electric power distributed within this state.
(4) The total amount of tax exempted shall be prorated among the distributors. The distributors shall prorate the benefits among the users according to
137

59-2-1110

REVENUE AND TAXATION

the amount of power used for pumping water for irrigation purposes by each
user.
(5) The commission may adopt and enforce all rules necessary to determine
the exemption and prorate the benefits provided in this section.
History: L. 1931, ch. 41, § 1; R.S. 1933 & C.
1943, 80-2-6; 1986, ch. 57, § 8; C. 1953, 59-2-7;
renumbered by L. 1987, ch. 4, § 42.
Amendment Notes. - The 1987 amendment, effective February 6, 1987, renumbered
this section which was formerly § 59-2-7 and
substituted the present provisions for the former provisions which read "Power plants,
power transmission lines, and other property,
used for generating and delivering electrical
power, a portion of which is used for pumping
water for the irrigation of lands in this state
are exempted from taxation to the extent that
such property is used for such purposes. The
exemption shall accrue to the benefit of the
users of the water."
Compiler's Notes. - Former §§ 59-2-8 to

59-2-10, as amended by Laws 1986, ch. 57, §§ 9
to 11, contained provisions similar to this section.
Retrospective Operation. - Laws 1986,
ch. 57, § 37 provides: "This act has retrospective operation to January 1, 1986."
Laws 1987, ch. 4, § 307 provides: "This act
has retrospective operation to January 1, 1987,
except for Sections 59-2-201, 59-2-205, and
59-2-207, which take effect January 1, 1988."
No Retroactive Effect. - Laws 1986, ch.
57, § 36 provides: "It is the intent of the Legislature that the changes made in this act not be
construed to have retroactive effect."
Cross-References. - Constitutional authorization, Utah Const. Art. XIII, § 2.

NOTES TO DECISIONS
Constitutionality.
This section is constitutional. The interpretation placed thereon by the tax commission
may be accepted. Its validity was properly

tested by prohibition, for declaratory judgment
statute does not afford adequate remedy.
Washington County v. State Tax Comm., 103
Utah 73, 133 P.2d 564 (1943).

COLLATERAL REFERENCES
C.J.S. - 84 C.J.S. Taxation § 279.
Key Numbers. - Taxation ~ 234.

59-2-1110.

Property used for irrigation purposes.

Water rights, ditches, canals, reservoirs, power plants, pumping plants,
transmission lines, pipes, and flumes owned and used by individuals or corporations for irrigating land within the state owned by those individuals or
corporations, or by the individual members of the corporation, are exempt
from taxation to the extent that they are owned and used for irrigation purposes.
History: C. 1953, 59-2-1110, enacted by L.
1987, ch. 4, § 89.
Compiler's Notes. - Fonner § 59-2-1, as
amended by Laws 1986, ch. 57, § 2, contained
provisions similar to this section.

59-2-1111.

Effective Dates. - Laws 1987, ch. 4, § 308
makes the act effective on February 6, 1987.

Livestock.

Livestock in Utah, as defined in Subsection 59-2-102(8)(d) [Subsection
59-2-102(9)(d)], is exempt from ad valorem property taxation.
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History: L. 1983, ch. 271, § 1; 1986, ch. 57,
§ 24; C. 1953, 59-2-32; renumbered by L.
1987, ch. 4, § 47.
Amendment Notes. - The 1986 amendment deleted the former first paragraph, which
read: "For purposes of this section 'livestock'
means all domestic animals, poultry, fur-bearing animals and fish kept for breeding or other
useful purposes." and inserted "as defined in
Subsection 59-3-1(4)(d)" in the remaining language of the section.
The 1987 amendment, effective February 6,
1987, renumbered this section which was formerly § 59-2-32 and substituted the present
provisions for the former provisions which read
"Livestock in Utah, as defined in Subsection

59-2-1113

59-3-1(4)(d), is exempt from taxation according
to its value in money''.
Effective Dates. - Section 2 of Laws 1983,
ch. 271 provides: "This act shall take effect
January 1, 1984."
Retrospective Operation. - Laws 1986,
ch. 57, § 37 provides: "This act has retrospective operation to January 1, 1986."
Laws 1987, ch. 4, § 307 provides: "This act
has retrospective operation to January 1, 1987,
except for Sections 59-2-201, 59-2-205, and
59-2-207 which take effect January 1, 1988."
No Retroactive Effect. - Laws 1986, ch.
57, § 36 provides: "It is the intent of the Legislature that the changes made in this act not be
construed to have retroactive effect."

COLLATERAL REFERENCES

Key Numbers. -

59-2-1112.

Taxation

¢co

Household

223.

furnishings.

Household furnishings, furniture, and equipment used exclusively by the
owner at the owner's place of abode in maintaining a home for the owner and
the owner's family are exempt from property taxation.
History: L. 1939, ch. 97, § 1; C. 1943,
80-2-10; L. 1959, ch. 104, § 1; 1986, ch. 57,
§ 12; C. 1953, 59-2-11; renumbered by L.
1987, ch. 4, § 43.
Amendment Notes. - The 1986 amendment substituted "the owner" for "himself'; inserted "his" preceding "family"; substituted
"property" for "all" before "taxation"; and
made other minor stylistic changes throughout
the section.
The 1987 amendment, effective February 6,
1987, renumbered this section which was formerly § 59-2-11, deleted "thereof' following
"exclusively by the owner"; and substituted
"the owner's" for "his" in two places.

Retrospective Operation. - Laws 1986,
ch. 57, § 37 provides: "This act has retrospective operation to January 1, 1986."
Laws 1987, ch. 4, § 307 provides: "This act
has retrospective operation to January 1, 1987,
except for Sections 59-2-201, 59-2-205, and
59-2-207 which take effect January 1, 1988."
No Retroactive Effect. - Laws 1986, ch.
57, § 36 provides: "It is the intent of the Legislature that the changes made in this act not be
construed to have retroactive effect."
Cross-References. - Constitutional authorization, Utah Const. Art. XIII, § 2.

COLLATERAL REFERENCES

C.J.S. - 84 C.J.S. Taxation § 243.
Key Numbers. - Taxation ¢co 224.

59-2-1113.

Inventory or other tangible personal property
held for sale.

(1) Tangible personal property present in Utah on January 1, noon, held for
sale in the ordinary course of business or for shipping to a final out-of-state
destination within 12 months and which constitutes the inventory 9f any
retailer, wholesaler, distributor, processor, warehouseman, manufacturer,
farmer, or livestock raiser, is exempt from property taxation.
(2) This exemption does not apply to:
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(a) inventory which is not otherwise exempt from personal property
taxation; or
(b) property or mineral deposits under§ 59-2-218, effective until January 1, 1988, § 59-2-205, effective after January 1, 1988, and § 59-5-118.
(3) As used in this section, inventory means all items of tangible personal
property described as materials, containers, goods in process, finished goods,
and other personal property owned by or in possession of the person claiming
the exemption.
(4) The commission shall adopt rules to implement the inventory exemption.
Effective Dates. - Laws 1987, ch. 4, § 308
makes the act effective on February 6, 1987.

History: C. 1953, 59-2-1113, enacted by L.
1987, ch. 4, § 90.
Compiler's Notes. - Former§ 59-2-18, as
amended by Laws 1986, ch. 57, § 15, contained
provisions similar to this section.

COLLATERAL
REFERENCES
C.J.S. - 84 C.J.S. Taxation § 88.
Key Numbers. - Taxation <P 72.

PART 12
PROPERTY TAX RELIEF
59-2-1201.

Purpose of part.

The purpose of this part is to provide general property tax relief for certain
persons who own or rent their places of residence through a system of tax
credits, refunds, and appropriations from the General Fund. The relief is to
offset in part the general tax burden, a significant portion of which, directly or
indirectly, is represented by property tax. Accordingly, the tax relief provided
by this part is determined in part by reference to the property tax assessment
and collection mechanisms, but, however, is not limited to property tax relief
nor is it formulated upon the Legislature's power to relieve those taxes. It is
for the general relief of all taxes.
History: L. 1977, ch. 215, § 1; 1979, ch.
210, § 1; C. 1953, 59-25-1; renumbered by L.
1987, ch. 4, § 265.
Amendment Notes. - The 1987 amendment, effective February 6, 1987, renumbered
this section, which was formerly § 59-25-1;
substituted "part" for "act", deleted "and" preceding "refunds", and made related punctuation changes in the first sentence; deleted "so
provided" following "relief' in the second sen-

tence; substituted "part" for "chapter" and
"those taxes" for "such taxes" in the third sentence; and substituted "all taxes" for "taxes
and is grounded upon the general legislative
power" in the last sentence.
Retrospective Operation. - Laws 1987,
ch. 4, § 307 provides: "This act has retrospective operation to January 1, 1987, except for
Sections 59-2-201, 59-2-205, and 59-2-207,
which take effect January 1, 1988."
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